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Abstract: Sustainable consumption is assumed to lead toisabtity. The old wisdom that consumers in rich
countries tend to consume more and pollute more tha poorer countries is affirmed by the life egylof the
consumers in emerging economies. It is also claithetipoor in developing societies put pressur@atare. The
context of this paper is neither the rich nor theesging economies, but the life styles of the urbiah and the
livelihood of the rural poor in a poor country, Bgadesh. Combining historical analyses, observatiomdepth
interviews and narratives it draws together threzds number of research works to arrive at a soma¢wmtegrated
idea of likelihood of wastage by the urban rich.pfeliminary analysis show that the urban cultuiestates
competitive consumption and a life style based upmrspicuousness. There the interaction betweévidingls and
their environment, both social and natural, is wised. A contrasting picture is the livelihood b&trural poor
people who mostly live in harmony and interactioithwnature, something that resists technologicabation.
However, when needs around they find a solutiomauit disrupting the interacting relationship betweean and
nature. They adjust to the changed environmenfiadchew ways to survive.
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Introduction

organizations of production, distribution and cangtion of produced goods as well as scarce natural
resources. The modernization paradigm was primadhcerned with economic growth and accumulation
of wealth through mass production. In this reg#rd, mainstream economic theorists with their stromgviction in
the logic of growth asserted that mass productmioWed by mass consumption would make life gootle T
message was “having things is good”. They weretively unconcerned with the problem of scarcity[tdet
B.1990; Martinussen J. d.; McMichael, P2008].

Observations and studies show that growth stragegiith the aim of accumulating wealth, generatednticipated
problems, both social and environmental, not onlgffluent industrialized societies, the home ossproduction
and mass consumption but, also in poor countrieSfidicael, P 2008; Miller, D. 1995]. It is due to tpéority to

short-term economic benefits ignoring long-termsamuences of wrong policies. The consumption pettef the
rich added more. Development researchers now awisy interests in the relationship between congionpand
sustainable development. Sustainable consumptiassismed to lead to sustainability [Klein, N.20B&Michael,

P. 2008; Seabrook, J.1996].

There are two widespread views on the relation eetwconsumption and sustainability. The first vasgerts that
consumers in rich countries and the emerging eca@®tend to consume more and pollute more thamptioeer
countries[McMichael, P.2008]. This view is affirmbég the life styles of the consumers in rich coigstrand in the
emerging economies. The second view concerns paaefindustrialized countries and it relates losakle
environmental problems to poverty. It assumes ploatr people take short-term strategies since theilihood is
based on primary commodity production; poverty esiypoor people to seek survival through means,iwdégrade
resources on which they depend [Becker, G, S.1998].

Development, implies both economic growth and humpaogress. The process involves changes in social

The context of this paper is neither the rich cdestnor the emerging economies but the life st§lthe urban rich
in a poor country, and the livelihood of the rypalor, Bangladesh. It recognizes direct impactsoofsamption on
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sustainability. But, it presents a different view the impacts of poverty on sustainability. Comb@nhistorical
analysis, observation, in-depth interviews andatass this paper draws together threads of a nuwibeesearch
works to arrive at a somewhat integrated idea kdlihood of wastage by the urban rich. Their congtiom

behaviour affirms the assertion that “having thifgggood”. [Rahman 2011] They prefer to live in &kvorld of

Goods” [Rahman 2011]. They compete for accumulatieglth, and to this end, they mostly invest inl esdate,
cars, electronics, luxury items for household &aljman 2011]. The pervasive effects of such atjifesan be
observed in building boom, traffic congestion, @otlution, bad sanitation, energy crisis, shortafjpure water etc.
Cities now turned to arena for competition for shaffvand for privileged access to economic resairddne old
interaction between human being and their enviroripieoth social and natural, is disrupted. Dhake, ¢apital
city, became unlivable. It is now a dying cfty.

A contrasting picture is the rural livelihood. Theor people in villages manage their livelihoodhaithatever they
have, in interaction with their environment. Thdgoacompete for scarce resources. But, when needsi@ they
cooperate and find a solution without disrupting thteracting relationshipThis paper presents evidence on how
rural peasants make effort to adjust to the chaegedonment and found a new way to survive. Ftaatiegetable
cultivation, an innovation in agricultural developnt is one example. People around the coastahiziting their
living with informal economic activities is anoth&mall-scale farming, horticulture, poultry etwith micro-credit
uplifting vast rural poor is world knowh.

The section to come describes, briefly, urbandtfiges and rural livelihood in Bangladesh. Thedaling section
analyses urban life style-styles, characteriseddpetition, expressed both in their consumptiottepas as well
as in their struggle for material gains. Then itkesan analysis of the rural livelihood, charaststias continued
interaction between man and nature that sustaiopecation. Finally, the discussion section hightigthe varied
patterns of interaction that explain the urbaniraomtrasts with theoretical reflections.

Life styles of the urban rich

| take Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh as a daghis city, with more than 15 million people, eyaay life is full

of stress owing to many factors: Its infrastructisénadequate; the transport system is chaotmjgands of new
vehicles hit the road every year contributing tor@asing air pollution and severe traffic congestithere are
constant shortages of energy and water supplydthimage system and wastage management made faeesur
water polluted; ground water level is receding thuever extraction resulting dearth of pure drimgkimater. there is
shortage of civic amenities. On top of these, thiereompetition of illegal constructions causingadk of open
space and sleepless nights. The list of malaigdrtibs Dhaka is long.

Let’s look at the transport problem, first. Roads ander the constant load of traffic. Roads aneags under repair
works, those are pulverized, cratered and pot-hdlestriking feature is that while those who raviie city and

imperil its future get away with illegal gains, tast majority of its citizens suffer the consequesnof traffic

congestion, pot-holed roads, garbage accumulatidnbof their houses,

Dhaka’s never-ending traffic congestion adds morets existing woes. On may 112013, a garment factory
collapsed, almost 4000 people died. The casualtedd have been much less if the rescue team aealch the
place in time. On"8 June, 2010, a devastating fire broke out in thescbne of the central area. The fire station was
less than a kilometer away, but it took the firevg® more than an hour to reach the inferno. afist five weeks,
the same year, millions of Dhaka city dwellers wigife in dismay at the deluge as heavy rain casss@re water
logging in the city. With water knee-deep on matrgets, daily life including business came to adssill. The
transport system came to a Halt.

Low quality high density housing, power shortageompsanitation, irregular water and gas suppltydivads, piled
up garbage, outrageous air pollution, lack of seguwrecked public transport etc., making peopipased to
airborne and waterborne diseases. Following isogey gif a middle class family, which | visited onéeanoon.

Sitting in the air conditioned living room, drinigrtea and talking life in Dhaka. Lights were ortlie absence of
day light.

! Excerpts from observation, interviews and medimres.

2 Observation, field works in a number of villagasBangladesh.

3 Grameen Bank, BRAC are among some of largest noiemit institutions and their achievements aregeized
world wide.

* The Daily Star, A national daily.
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“The family of Alam (his wife, Silvi, and their &y son Arif) belongs to the middle class. Both éagn their

incomes allow them living a life style, they debeid comfortable, in Dhanmondi residential area.yTown an

apartment of 3300 sqft, in a ten storied buildifayr apartments in each floor. That means 40 apartsin the
building. On an average, four to six people livingpne apartment. At least 200 people living in biéding. The

plot where the building stands is 100 meter by &@®er. Five decades ago there was only one singestoried

building and one family, of six or seven membersedito live in the same area which accommodates 268w
people. Their use of power, water supply, gas et forty times more than what it was in the 19508e sewerage
system now has to take forty time more householstega The neighboring buildings with similar stoues and not
enough space between the buildings do not allowrdight to come in”.

Not only Dhanmoni, but all residential areas ( Ban&ulshan, Uttara, and the old Wari) and whole ¢hd city, fit
into this description. Once posh and spacious easial areas now turned into jungles of concretecttires and
there is hardly any space for quick movement.

Dhaka, a mega city, fails to deliver basic serviea large proportion of its residents- servidest in any part of
the world would be taken for granted. Open spacsigsificant for a city. Dhaka could boast of pargardens,
lakes, canals. That was in the past. During last decades, parks are becoming smaller, both irbeu@nd in size.
Gardens, lakes and the canals are shrinking doenstant process of land grabbing and encroachment.

In the shadow of the swanking new high-rise buddiof the posh residential areas, lie many slumnst. skrip of
water, or a narrow lane, separates the two wodddark viscous liquid that seems to part reluctgrimfore the
bow of the boat.

Alam, a 12 year old boy working in a garment fagtdives in a tin roofed shack with his sistertfie slum locally
known asKorail basti He says the water supply is irregular and theagewsystem is non- existent. In the summer
they sometimes have to queue up for water whe®DWASA (Dhaka Water and Sewage Authority) truck cethe

There are thousands of children living in baste&ang areas) along the railway line, by the lakesl eanals who
have the same life situation like Alam. They workrsthan 10 hours a day, six days a week, recewidgllar a
day for their work. They lack free time, they aepdved of education, health services. They wargeioout of the
bastibut not capable of renting elsewhere. They doaitehany safety net. Contrasting such a world, arttundred
meters away, there is a world unknown to them.

Dhaka is surrounded by four rivers. Due to conttheacroachment, those became narrower. On theftihiese is
the contamination of the major river, Burigangad(ghnges). With hundreds of factories throwingdrid waste
and its 16 million people emptying human excretd arbbish in the river, its water looks not likeural water, but
thick and black. It is so polluted that hardly arganism can survive in that wafer.

For drinking purpose Buriganga was the major sowater supply for the people of Dhaka. But, nowtenaf
Buriganga poses a threat to health. Therefore, 86%ater demand is met through underground watesing the
ground water sinking. That is another nightmareptbeple of Dhaka is living with- the city is sinigin

The disposal of solid wastes adds more to the mighd. The underequipped Dhaka City Corporation arlg
collect half the trash while the rest is left td o the open contributing more to the water loggibhaka lacks a
satisfactory drainage system.

The lack of adequate infrastructure and serviaed,igcreasing social and environmental problemsediDhaka to
one of the most unliveable city in the world.

Therural livelihood

While Dhaka became unlivable, the rural livelihopaesents a different picture. Resources are sdarcaral
Bangladesh. Moreover, rural people, especially glooastal line, are exposed to natural disastarsiligy have
learned how to live with the nature and how to cejil natural disasters. Like urban people, thalrpeasants also
compete for scarce resources. But, they mostly e@de and they make joint effort to achieve themmon goals.
During the last four decades, rural households andbadesh have undergone major socio-economic and
demographic changes. Based upon earlier studiessp#per presents three cases, illustrating thardies of the
rural economy: 1. Floating vegetable cultivatiomeoexample of innovation in agricultural developmea
Livelihood of boat people illustrate their adaptipito the nature. 3. Income generating activig@song rural poor

® Interview with Alam, in connection with a documanyton child labour.
® Weekly magazine, The daily Star.
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women with micro-credit making them independentvesl as a difference for the macro economy. Rural
Bangladesh, in the rainy season, especially mesti@reas become flooded, due to rain and wateingpdown
from the Himalaya. A number of the world’s largeisters are flowing through Bangladesh. Due to sdtaand
continued erosion, these mighty rivers become flegred and most low-lying areas go under water ibuating to
shrinkage of arable land. The peasants canndvatdtenough vegetable according to their needd@mekchange.
They look for alternative cultivation near aroufidhere are innumerable small ditches all over Bategh, which
are breeding places for water hyacinths. The pésasaake use of hyacinths, as the floating bedggpesl out of
hyacinths, for vegetables and seedlings. Aftetivation of vegetable, the peasants are using dposed floating
bed as organic fertilizers, producing seedlinggifferent crops on floating bed. They are minimgioropping
season in the rainy season when the main landgwks water.

Vegetables produced in floating bed are environnfregnidly, and do not require chemical fertilizewiag to water
hyacinth as the natural growth factor, makinglinva cost technology. What required is to set annopin size long
bamboo on floating water hyacinth. One or two pessstand upon the bamboo and set sequentially diogoto

expected size, using pressure of legs they makbdatieompact. After preparing the bed, the bamloesemoved.
The hyacinths require 20-25 days to decomposer Aliteomposing the peasants sow and when seedlaa
they transplant those. Small balls are preparedeapmposed hyacinths, excess water is extractedtfie ball by
hand pressure before transplanting.

A group of poor people live on boats, traditiondtlyown asBaidya, (river gypsieslOne major reason why many
poor live along the coastal belt is access to $edc@ommon resources[Stave, S.E. 2004]. Theralléas poor,
fishermen and other marginalized groups find opputies to make their livelihood based upon fishirgd
plantations in the mangroves and newly emergedisiismall islands around the coastal area).

Both these ways of livelihood have contributed ioréased food intake of poor people, ensured thetmition
security, and a new source of income. Both these Lzeir share in attaining self-sufficiency in ébproduction in
Bangladesh. The micro credit program for the poomen added more to socio-economic changes in Baesjta
In Bangladesh, during 1970s, more than 80% of eable lived below the poverty level. Today, igithird of the
population. A recent survey of 62 villages (FundadResearch and Evaluation Division of BRAC foutne t
average size of rural household 4.93 in 2008 whightrasts 5.32 in 2004, 5.67 in 2000 and 6.15 8819 his
decline is partly due to migration, partly to d falthe ratio of children in the total populatietc. As | look at it, the
most significant factor is the possibility of womnmake decision by their own, when to get marngden to have
children and how many. This is empowerment andkbaa microcredit program for the rural women. Emmic
independence contributed to their health and kfgeetancy. The proportion of people aged 65+ hauh lom a rise.
For the first time, the life expectancy for womerhigher than meh. The obvious question is how to explain the
contrasts. In the following | explain what make thegal peasants productive and what make the urkm
consumer.

Competition for a world of goods. Wastages and woes

History tells us, Dhaka was not like what it is nowin 1823, a British Surgeon, a writer and ansgrtlames
Atkinson, travelling India, wrote: “Dacca is onetbE most delightful stations in India, its climdteing healthy and
agreeable, its bazaars abundantly supplied ... arfd@mmodity the most excellent of its kirfd”.

How Dhaka has changed to its present form?

For the urban planners, the woes of Dhaka owesiptanned urbanization. Once a city of half a milligust four
decades ago) with green parks, lakes, is now giigpeincreasing number of population. It is onetted most
densely populated city in the world. More than 18iom people live in an area of 1530 square kildens. Its
population keeps on increasing at an alarming Nafigh 300,000-400,000 new migrants swelling itskamach
year, Dhaka is one of the world’s fastest growiiigs. By 2020, it is projected, Dhaka will rankrthin the world
with 20 million inhabitants.

Economists, echoing urban planners, think thatcttyeis under pressure due to the swelling popaitatiThe most
crucial challenge is the use of land. With the fagbulation growth, the city has pushed outwardmfi73 sg. km in
1950 to 1530 sq km by 2009. Its population swelad, Dhaka is not able to keep up with the needsxpfoding
population. Dhaka, a mega city, faces mega chatkeng

" World Bank, 2011.
8 Atkinson, J. quoted in Chowdhury, J.R.2014.
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The explanations of the urban planners and theasoimts have lot to say in their own right. Its plgpion growth is
incompatible with available resources. This studgsamore; it includes socio-structural phenomeHastorically,
Bangladesh has always been an agrarian rural goti@nd is the main physical resource of BangladeBhople
lived mostly in rural areas. There were a handfblan settlements until mid ®@enturies, Dhaka as the centre of
administration of Bengal during the Mughal empaad during the British colonial rule. Chittagongsathe major
port city. Since Bangladesh became an independate im 1971, Dhaka became its capital. The citged out to
be the hub of all economic, political, educatior@lltural activities. It is in Dhaka where peopknaealize their
dream, both economically, politically, socially.dpée living in Dhaka have better access to edupajmb market,
health services than people living in rural ar&eople migrate from other parts of the country haka mainly for
economic reason. Not only the elites of all kinda cmmake more money, people living in Dhaka haverme higher
than the average national income. A section of [ge@3% of its 15 million, earns plenty.

Unequal access to resources and political poweirhgfacts on the existing spatial structure of Chakt the early
phase of urbanization, various occupational groliygsd in different areas. The city was divided aciiogly.
During the English colonial era, there were resi@d¢rareas for the Europeans. In post-independemgidesh,
attempts were made to compartmentalize the urbamemity into various socio-economic groups.

Inequality is structurally embedded. In Bangladdkk, power to make decision is seated in politioalitary, and

bureaucratic institutions. Economic institutionsddousiness interests are linked with decision nwmlkerthose
institutions in Dhaka. Political leaders, top bwemts and rich families have always tended to ctogether to
form power triangles through exchange of favouagpling, kickbacks and lobbying. The centralizednadstration

and political organizations facilitates control iears state institutions and the elite of all king pursue their
interests through their networks. Surplus and nessuaccumulate in the hands of the few elite whast the
accumulated surplus in luxury consumptfdiThe number of the newly rich swelling, followed e city’s skyline
thrusting aggressively as well as bringing everhiof land to housing complexes to meet the demahd.life

style of this mega city is not environmentally siishble. Not only environmentally, but Dhaka iscahot socially
sustainable. Inequality in terms of distribution inEome, access to resources, and consumption adsgand

services keeps on growing. According to B83lata for 2010, the top 5% of the population cdhgd23.62% of
income, compared to 18.30% in 1983-84 and 18.85%9B1-92. The income of the top 10% was 34.68%nduri

the same period. This fraction of the total popafa{less than 2% of a total population of 150 'mi1913 are again
concentrated in a few posh residential areas inkBhBespite their small number, they with their evahip and
control over vast economic resources and commatisiproportionate influence on the rest of the dgdiecluding

institutional function. Network connections are ida@ for access to resourckd. There also are interacting
relationships between informal relations and thecfioning of formal institutions. The elite netwsrkave the
capacity to make impacts on any policy, or makengx@ns from existing policies, including urban mhing,
undermining environmental consideration in city npimg and housing construction. The following case
illustrative.

In 1991, the government decided that unplanned tjrow longer be allowed and approached UNDP and UN
Habitat for help. International urban planning expevere brought in to formulate a plan for they ekpansion and
the Dhaka Metropolitan Development Plan was firgiin 1995. It laid down guidelines for future lanske. But
political inertia and bureaucratic tangles resuliaddelay in implementing the plan allowing unauthed
construction and land encroachments. In 2004, tbek inally started. Land developers and real estatsiness
people came out strongly against the Master Plam wlaimed that the plan has been drawn up by non-
governmental organizations, not by urban plannerslifig party lawmaker who also is the acting ptest of Real
Estate and Housing Association of Bangladesh (REH#eRs the plan was based on statistics from 18&6ated.

? Jansen, E.G. 1986.

19 siddiqui, K. 1989.

' Rahman, M. 2010

12 BBS stands for Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics.

13 This estimate is done according to residence #hpoeas. Siddiqui (1990) also used this method €Kact
number is hard to ascertain. The number of the ditncreasing, due to political patronisationeByvchange in
government opens up the possibility for new gragpse included in the dominating elite.

14 Such a tendency also apparent in studies of Hueyt892; Kochanek 1993; Rahman 1990, 1994; Sob589, 1
1993.
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The same lawmaker is also a businessman engagedlirstate. But the DAP has attracted broad sufmmom
cross section of people in the city, including kasaciety who fell that it is a once-in-a-generatiopportunity to
impose order on Dhaka’s urban chads.

Not only in urban planning, the influences of tretjzularistic interests also plagues waste managémand road
construction. In the words of a city dweller: "[Maais a city where in the pretense of economic enty, in the
name of housing ethics, mere money-making is exetcithe environment is savagely brutalized”. inftiilowing,
| elaborate this with explanations based upon ofasien and oral testimonies.

Dhaka, once was a city of canals. Those were ait@ries for the drainage. The rapid urbanizatiohgnormous
pressure on the limited land. Many of the canalgehlaeen encroached and even totally blocked bysr@ad
buildings. The role of the housing and land develept companies is crucial. They, with blessinghef political
interests, are responsible for large-scale encrnanh and turning Dhaka into a jungle of high-riséidings with
not enough space for road, air and light. Up to & of this area again is occupied by floatimgs, resulting
traffic gridlock. This brings the issue of wastagfdgime. Getting anywhere in the city a distancdanfr kilometers
may take two hours.

Traffic congestion and air pollution getting worgith every year 3000 new cars hit the road. Theampolicy

allows import of car, imposing very nominal dutyitout any consideration for road conditions andiemmental

impacts. Now, Dhaka has the worst traffic congestiothe world. It earned the dubious distinctidrnbeing the

second worst polluted and unlivable city of the Mdoy a survey conducted over 140 cities by thenBoaist

Intelligence Group. A World Bank study suggests tha soaring pollution level in the city is caugithe premature
death of about 40,000 people every year.

The posh residential areas accommodating the riebpg. Not long ago they used to live in spacioillasy with
gardens. Today, all those villas are reconstruatedl most of those turned out to multistoried aparts Once a
city of gardens Dhaka now gripped by a large bdsaareasing number of high-rise buildings. Thogarements
again are equipped with Air cooling systems, ahthal inhabitants own TV, fridge etc. They consumare power
than before. The energy problem became acute.

The political elite arrange different camps, durélgction, in different parts of the city where dbis served, roads
are decorated with arcades and festoons, the vaneteis illuminated with florescent tube lights,illthe residents
of the area suffer from load-shedding. Such wastage aimed at demonstration of wealth and power.

Wastages are also involved in religious ceremoriigs. urban rich do comply with religious obligatiorhey feel

good about charity and solidarity shown throughritiha At the end of Ramadan (the muslim holy moifidh

fasting), on the occasion of Eid, they give cashneyp clothings as gifts to the poor. As a part efgious

obligations, and as a ritual practice, they samifiows and goats. On one occasion of such sa&gijist in one day,
more than two million cattle are sacrificed, leayimpacts on both the economy and environment.

Charity and sacrifices are to gain publicity angthieve recognition. With similar objective thdan rich arrange
grandiose wedding ceremonies. The dimensions, rimsteof number of guests, decoration, food and difts
connection with wedding ceremonies have surpassgdtandard based on tradition and ritual. The inges of
their sons and daughters are marred by wastef@nwaries. They are commuting between Dhaka, Bangkok,
Singapore, Dubai and even London making purchasesrinection with the forthcoming marriage of treans or
daughters. They arrange grandiose wedding cerenidmgy follow standards set by their friends andghbors.
Breaking standards is distancing oneself from ath&hey are aware of a risk—violation of standabtigatory
practices may result in the loss of status andtigeesWedding ceremonies are marked by display afenmal
affluence and wastage, of food in particdfaRisplay of wealth turns out to be ugly and pervesi

Types and varieties of food symbolize and repressatial and symbolic values, as index of statusidantity.
Maintaining these values people regard as an dhldigavhich displays both a social dimension aralittiluence of
past experiences. Family traditions and relevast pgperiences of consumption have a strong infleem choice
of food—nhabits of the traditionally rich in presetdy Bangladesh replicate the old aristocraciesxduwolonial era.
Those who became wealthy more recently also haslnations towards the past. Many of them, deprioéc

15 Sources: The Daily Star, a national daily.
18 For details, see Rahman 2011.
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decent life style, did not want their children tperience deprivation of any kind. Therefore, tihegke efforts to
provide their children with something exfra.

Ownership of a house, though a family matter, hegcial dimension. A well decorated luxury housa iposh area
and membership of a club are sources of statugjhNeis have a significant influence on the chomgarding
where to live, people adopting and imitating onethar’s way of life. Owning a luxury house in apestable area
is a way of participation in social life—they arestep closer to being recognized as a gentlerbbadfalok)
adding to their reputation. Social participatiomig easy for those who have become wealthy maently. They
have to struggle to integrate with those who haghld&ing there for many years and are criticathafse moving
into the neighborhood. Therefore, they make anaeadfort to participate in social life through exinvestments in
real estates, in luxury car, exclusive goods anmdmodities for household, and the practice of gifirgy at social
festivities.

Gift giving is a reciprocal obligatory practice aadcording to Levi Strauss: “the automatic lawstaf cycle of
reciprocity are the unconscious principle of oliga to give, the obligation to return a gift arftetobligation to
receive” (Strauss 1987, 43). A striking featuregift giving among the urban rich in Bangladeshhattthey give
expensive gold ornaments, clothes, furniture, dgéj a stereo and in some cases a car as giftsedding
ceremonies.

Life styles of new relations and acquaintancescefie escalate consumption of durables or theimteiecoration
of their houses. There is a tendency of maintairfiegnogeneity of neighborhood regarding status tjimou
possession of durables. Similarity of status feati#is social participation and interaction amongnfis and
neighbors. With same objective parents make detisitere to send their children for education.

The choice of education and education policies tengerpetuate tendency of spending on unskillechdru
resources. As an outcome inefficiency and wastesdurces (both economic and human) is notably bvghg to
the limited capacity of the labour market to absiibd graduated students. Both parents and edugatiaries have
created a phenomenon of educated unemployed. Rbtasources of the society are excluded fromigpstion in
socio-economic developmetit.

Consumption of education takes place directly thhothe family’s values and lifestyle. The choiceschool is
embedded in social relations over time, linkingtppeesent and future. The dignity of the familpwiing from the
consumption of schooling in the past, endowed pgaraith knowledge of the association between edowal
qualifications and future well-being, whether asemse of personal fulfilment, for example, or aspgious job.
Since the capacity of state educational instititnlimited, there emerged private schools andarsities in the
major cities. There are 72 private universitie®hmaka only, in addition to 5 existing state uniués. Most of the
private universities and private schools are Iat@tevarious residential areas, adding more toetkisting housing
problems and traffic chaos. Mushrooming educatiamaltutions raises new concerns; the job markenot absorb
thousands of newly graduates. The educated unemplayis a social problem now.

The magnitude of consumption expenditures showdeegie of the financial strength of the urban righwihich
they achieve a place in the world of others. Bystoning luxuries, they convey the message to otbiergho they
are and who they want to be. Their lifestyles signalusiveness regarding family dignity and idgntThey desire
positive evaluation of their worth by others, irecognition. Recognition stipulates the requirersaftstatus and
honor, and is also a part of the struggle for aedation of material possessions to satisfy a sewvaifits, both
familial and social. They know being able to eand apend money are qualities of a man with respedtprestige.
Wastage, not only accepted, but also necessarhaben consumption of goods, educational, weddergmony
and religious occasions.

Dynamics of rural livelihood in aworld of scarcity

The great majority of rural people depend on adftical activities. Most of them are deficit hous&s) owing both
to natural conditions (the uncertainty of harvdstsause of climate) and social relations (patrgemtlirelations
based upon ownership of land and the right to vatii land). Deficit households have to borrow, foeir
sustenance for the time being, sometime cash anétguoe staples like rice, lentils etc, from thedighbors, a few
surplus households nearby. Extra needs may arisetaldearth, sudden illness of a family member, diregl
ceremony of their children etc. Kin relationshiptige first choice when one thinks of asking forphél such

17 Eor details see Rahman, M.2011.
18 Rahman, M. 2014.
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situations. One can demand a favor from kin memladrg are relatively rich. This is due to a relatbip of
reciprocal obligations (Jansen 1990; Rahman 2010).

The rural values include looking at people not mxbfems or liability, but as resources. For theeive realization
of these values, the rural culture rests heavilygeneralized trust. Not only rural values, and ctgr that
distinguish the rural livelihood from the urbanelibtyle. The distinction is clear in the norm o€ipeocity in

network relations, the form of interaction, thafides common goals of rural peasants and faciljtzite efforts to
attain the common goals. They find cooperatioreisdficial for all; they can turn a crisis into aoarce.

The norm of reciprocity makes people socially obtigo support a kin or a fellow villager in needkd family, the
kinship system defines rights, duties and statugromembers. Kinship, a network of relations améamilies, is a
reciprocal and horizontal relation, even thouglamify may be better-off than the other. A wealthynily cannot
deny the bonds of kinship. If some kin membersyer and have lower status, they support them bglitgy.

Lower status of a kin may be threatening to oné Wigher income and status.

A rich family may show its consideration by exterglia favor to the members of the village societgmdver they
ask for it. A favor is regulated by the norm of ipocity, which operates in more than one dimensidacial

obligation is one aspect. A rich man takes othetois into his consideration when he extends loahe poor or do
them a favor. Any favor, including giving credit@sme important way to maintain his dominance andetcure the
loyalty of the person who receives a favor. Thiglso at the root of uneven distribution of powEne nature of
flow of favor determines the position of the persdmo extends favor and who receives it. Such exghaf favor

within a village community functions “as part ofrgival strategies of the poor and investment stjige of the rich”

(Jansen 1990), also encourages and perpetuatesppasants’ dependence (social and economic) onthieral
villagers (White 1991).

To norm of reciprocity further explains how netwerkork.Reciprocity in interaction, within a network of etsay
3 persons, X,Y,Z. X somehow inducing Y to motivateo do something. X wants or would value. The epknof a

micro credit institution, where groups of womennigighboring areas, induce each other to repay libens so that
others in the group might also have access to IoEms bank does not have to chase after the borso(i2¢ for

repayment, because they have in a sense, deleébatattentive for doing so to other members (Y)e Tdans again
are too small for the bank to use legal devicesrtiorce repayment. Micro credit organizations tclusters into
network as resources, one form of social capitdlickv make individuals capable of getting accesedonomic
capital. For X to call on social capital is to haacess to a particular Y who can motivate thevegleZ to act on
Y’s behalf.

Micro credit institutions give loans to groups agmbups have joint liability for physical collateraturthermore,
women receive credit collateralized by group gusa@nnot by tangible assets. It means the lenderataclaim the
borrower’s property if the borrower fails to replman. On the other hand, at least theoreticallg, wlomen who
participate in group lending will identify collegtly to resist their common oppression.

The tales of Grameen Bank, BRAC and NGOs workinth waicrocredit are illustrative. The need for cteluks

always been felt among the poor in rural Banglad&sh, they, poor women in particular, had limitadcess to
credit. They also had a negative attitude towarddit Commercial banks did not reach the poor sirbpcause,
for them the poor are not considered to be borrewwécommercial interest. Let us take the caseraf@en Bank.
It mobilized and organized poor women to form infiaf networks. Networks created trust and respditgiband

eventually fostered cooperation among the memlieesitated “borrowers’ interactions at group megs and the
ability to establish and strengthen networks oetdideir kinship groups and living quarters” (Lisawrance
1998:2). Result is outstanding: the phenomenalyrapat rate; the documented ability to reach moaa i million

rural poor households; small loans that can madiéference to a family’s wellbeing through increagincome of
whom more than 90 per cent are women.

For the Grameen model, of crucial importance isrdo®gnition that any individual is a potential gmr and each
individual has much more hidden inside, that mwestglven chance to be explored. What requires iaticig an
environment that would enable her or him to make afsher or his potential through their interacidinterview
with Professor Yunus, Lofoten, September 2008).e4escto credit is necessary but not a sufficientditiam.
Borrowers must invest loans in income generatirtgrenising activities.

What impacts such changes at individual statushdik for the community? In addressing this questiatiow
myself to present the findings of an impressivalgtiy Dr.Eirik Jansen. Jansen observed changes#vat taken
place in a village near Dhaka. During 1976-1980séanparticipated in a large poverty study carriat ly the
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Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies invilage of Bhaimara. During his recent revisit,2010, to the
village he found tractors, scooters, taxis and rfrare houses with straw on the roofs”. Almost al ft00 families
in the village are provided with electricity, théyave their own television. More importantly, thesible

improvements were access to education, clean wsaaitation system etc. The primary school is tafimed..

Microcredit and different types of training gave men the opportunity for earning and thus becomirgrem
independent and confident (Jansen, 2010).

Discussion

Important theoretical issues are implicit in thead analysis of urban lifestyles and rural livetldo The rise of
mass consumption in the industrialised marked $esidhas given sociologists much to study. Manynctlthat
consumerism has deteriorating effects on the qualitlife, destroying traditional cultures, socialations and
solidarity. Studies demonstrate culture of selttification and the market norms lead to generatdtang of life-
destroying community life. Seabrook (1996) thinksstas weakening of creativity, the decline of ipgratory
communities. More than hundred years ago, Thar&teblen recognised conspicuous consumption- threugch
social elites enhanced their status and creatéeteliftiation. Contemporary theories present a dymtive view of
consumption, which means consumers are reprodudedis( 1967; Bourdieu 1986), and a view that focuses
differentiation. This study of the consumption patts of the Bengali urban elite highlights someeatp of their
consumption behaviour; those may demonstrate gualitife, but, those also created differentiateomd those have
environmental consequences.

It is beyond the capacity of this paper go disdhese theories. | think, of special interest is ¢tbatention that
economic actions are human beings interaction thi#ir environment. The claim calls for a discussan the

notion of rationality of economic activities inclingy production and consumption.

In my study, the rationality of economic actionséen to be inherent in the pattern of interactiat takes place
within and between networks. Life styles of thearrlsich and the livelihood of the rural poor arenifestations of
different patterns of interaction with social aratural environment.

What | mean by the pattern of interaction is thetividuals' attachment to society via social relai may take
different forms. Social changes (modernization digto industrialisation, urbanisation etc) involveaobes in the

form of attachment, expressed in increased ratfigatadn, individualism, institution based trdst. 1t particularly
appears in the manifestation of exchange relat{assclaimed by Polanyi), increased formal ratidgadind the
extension of purposive rational action in modermkatisocieties (as claimed by Weber). Weber vietiedmarket

in terms of exchange and highest degree of forraﬁad)rralityzo implying the absence of influences restricting
market autonom?.1 Coase and Baker did so when they defined the rha&ean institution that facilitates
exchange?.2

A brief account of Polanyi,s distinctions betweée substantive-and the formal meaning of the econoamd
Weber's distinction between formal rationality asubstantive rationality is in its place here.

The substantive meaning does not imply individdabice or means. Human beings, livelihood may or maty
involve the necessity of choice. “if choice ther It need not to be induced by the limiting effetta “scarcity” of
means; indeed some of the most important physiwisacial conditions of livelihood such as the klility of air
and water or a loving mother’s devotion to her imfare not as a rule, so limitidy. The formal meaning derives
from logic. Contrasting the substantive meaning, fdirmal meaning of economic implies a set of ruedsrring to
choice between the alternative uses of insuffigresicmeans”. Polanyi claimed, it is only the subsitee meaning
of economic, which has the capability of yieldiig tconcepts for any investigation empirical ecoresnaf the past
and the present.

For Polanyi, the ways in which the economy acquiuegy and stability may display different patterns
combination of patterns is called the transactignatle or a “form of integration” of which are theteee forms:
(1) Reciprocity; (2) Redistribution; (3) Exchandggocial transformations are changes in forms ofgiratéon. In
earlier societies, production, saving and consumnptvere defined by reciprocal norms. Political aetigious

19 burkheim 1982; Durkheim and Maus 1963; Weber 1%t8anyi 1944; Zukcker 1954.
20 \eber 1922(1978) p.635

2L SeeWeber 1968. See also Platteau 1993, Sugdén 198

22 coase 1988,p.8. Baker 1981,p.211

% polany, K. 1957,in Swedberg, R and Granovetter] 885,pp.29.
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institutions performed the redistributive transaigti. The exchange mode integrates market societiasstrictly
economic sense and the self-interested economidsreaproduct of the market.

Bangladesh is in transition. Modernisation has cwhe to the level of the Western industrialisedntoes. It is
urbanising fast, yet, a vast majority still live iaral areas. In general, it is the reciprocitynfioof interaction that
shapes the base of types of institutions (also orsy enabling the creation of a framework for éleenomy. It thus
accords the substantive meaning of the econéhiiwdividuals’ choice of means to attain their goalso depends
on such form of interaction. People use networksnterpret and adjust to institutional arrangemgsiscial
relationships and the economy. Trust is embeddéannily, community etc., which provide security,seine access

to material resourcé® and create better outcome for the family and dbmxmunity. That is why the most

important consumption of the family is meetingdbiigations.26 This may explain why goals of duties to networks
come to the fore, and what economic goals thatirefmehind such non-economic goals. Prestige, hoatwuy may
appear as obligations. Network norms are imporfant how people earn and spend money. Conspicuous

consumption may be necessary for maintaining scoiafacts, which may be used for economic g&?ntt.may be
rational to invest in political parties or matrimahnpurposes, rather than in business. These lahdisvestments

take place since the norm of reciprocity, featurthg form of integratio@,8 has the capacity to employ both
redistribution and exchange. Economic actions ihelboth economic and non-economic social goals.

The analysis directs our attention to interactibasveen individuals and their networks that contd# structures
within which choices are made. This calls for beyadg rationality of consumption by formulating kuoteraction

more substantially, and doing so | draw on Webgr®¥8) notion of substantive rationality. Whethetividuals are
striving for maximising economic utility or poweand sharing values, it is the “social arrangemémat makes the
goal meaningful or rational. Differences in “soc@tangements” generate different types of intereshich are at
the root of two meanings of “economic” “substantiesnd “formal.” The first refers to the interactimf human

beings with their social and natural environmertite Becond refers to a process of economising scaeeas to
make the most efficient use of what is available farticular ends—economists use only this formehning in

their economic analyses.

The point is, it is not the self interest but stally ascribed means people adopt to achieve ecungoals that
explain rationality. Weber’s notions of formal aswbstantive rationality will clarify my points fimer.

For Weber, economic actions are not only meansrelationships, but also means to meet other so@alands.
Rationality refers to a system of reasoning anddsted of orientations involving choice of a coud$eaction in a
given situation and weighing up of means and eftie. ends may be economic, non-economic, immediate a
ultimate. Weber claimed, such standards changetiétprocess of social change and different tygeatmnality
become dominant at different stages of social chandt is in this connection Weber distinguishedwsen
substantive and formal rationality.

The notion of substantive rationality is not reded to the straightforward attainment of goalseritompasses
economic phenomena, which remain external to whaathe calculated or predicted. It includes valudsch are
shaped both by ethical and utilitarian standardappears as social rationality characterisingtal &ystem where

formal rationality is one aspe%?. Sahlins’ notion of ecological rationality is natlgi but substantive rationality; it is

related to the adaptiveness of a society or poipulairough its cultur80
Substantive rationality of economic actions refershe degree to which action is shaped by an taiiem to
ultimate values regardless of the nature of gohbsction. It implies the adequacy of actions fohiaging ultimate

% Polanyi's emphasis is on institutions, not netvsotk my study, | found networks of various kindftience
economic activities, shape choices of goals anchsyeaachieve the desired goals, as argued by @etteo. | take
an intermediary position between Polanyi and Grattev.

% Much of sociological theory emphasized the netessifreeing individuals from the grip of the fagand other
social relations that inhibit economic developm&we for example Weber 1978, Parsons 1951.

% This is a common phenomenon in most developingses. See Caldwell 1976.

27 Such orientations of actions are reduced to twjpntimensions of consumption behavior of my resjents;
social demands and domination.

% The form of integration is identical with the moafetransaction.

29 Godelier 1967:11- 21

30 Sahlins 1969.
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goals, including economic welfare, quality of lé&c. Goals of actions are not determined by adtemiselves but

by the social environment. Thus, substantive rationis rationality for somethiné?L
Formal rationality implies the economy as guidedcbstain criteria, based mainly on market pringpRationality
may be thought of as formal when there is a vie@xpressing a situation, solving a problem or cphgising an

action by a straightforward application of calciéastandard$?2

These two types of rationality, though distinguidleayet, are connected. A high level of formal oadlity is
possible only under certain substantive conditiceisa mix of self-interest, moral sentiments &eople in market
societies enhance their interest through ratioaldutation, whereas people in non-market socieiesrelatively
more bound to satisfy social demands whereby thaauic motives may remain in shadow, as ultimaté&ves.

For Weber, high formal rationality is dependenteowide extension of market norms. The highestekegf formal
rationality takes the form of capital accountingtive highest degree of market freedom. There, wairked at
pursuit of wealth acquisition, is an end in its@lfiis is due to a belief in the value of efficigerformance as a duty
and a virtue. The process can be looked upon &sdzatse and consequence of spread of formal rétiomaall
spheres of social life in western culture.

In developing societies, affiliations and obligagoto social networks guide individuals’ economictians.
Economic self-interest persists there as well. véature capitalism’ involving speculation or impailsxisted in all
societies in all periods of history. This was diffiet from acquisition of wealth through disciplin@srk and

rational calculatior?3

The consumption patterns of the urban elites ingBadesh are evidence of social life as the shapesrmsumption
preferences and practices. Consumer preferencesifarstyles that include food, housing, weddingereonies,
cars etc. say important things about their oblayatito those whom they interact with, who they wanbe and
what claims to social status they would like to makonsuming and owning goods carry various meanivgich
are associated with social and cultural valuesplesaindividuals to communicate and participatesacial life.
Consumption preferences also play important roleeéonomic life. Rationality of consumption includbsth
economic and social utilities.

In the account | gave previous section, individuglsrceptions of utility, cultural values, networlorms and
personal interests coincide and affect choice ddlgoThe utility of what people consume dependswdrat

satisfaction and pleasure they gain by meetinggahtins to network members, and their desire fopgaition

through consumption. Furthermore, utilities of aiygle commodity people derive from their sociansting. My

analysis accords the assumption that individudie tathers, their past experiences and future outsoaf their
present consumption into consideration when thelyenpmeferences. This assumption calls for recoggimiultiple

characteristics or utilities of consumption goodsl @efining consumption not only as goal in itdalt also as a
means to achieve other goals. The perceptions lgfations to networks has important impacts on egtion of

utility. People maximise utility, but they take hatocial and economic utilities into their consatem. They derive
multiple utilities from their interaction with oth& Their perception of utility depends furthertbe social context
in which interactions takes place. This explairsuahban-rural contrasts.

Concluding remarks

What general conclusion can be derived from the@lfiscussion? Clearly, life styles of the Bengalian rich is
not conducive to sustainability. The rural livelddy on the other hand, shows adaptability. Consiemehaviour
of the Bengali urban rich not only affirms the atisa that “having things is good”, their aspiratigoes beyond.
For them “consuming is happiness”, and “having misreven better”. Their consumption behaviour diss

accumulation strategy. Therefore, consumptionnsedi at creation of exclusive networks, which mayubed for
privileged access to material resources. Consumjgiémportant for the exercise of power and fompetition for

resources. The rich direct their consumption andstments at forming ties with significant othessweide as
possible. Luxury consumption provides them withpdised social networks, which are important toageess to
more resources and secure political power. Theypebdenfor resources and power, which may take peevdsrms,

including wastage. Their life-style have negativgacts on social and natural environment.

31 Weber 1968: 85-86.
32 Weber 1968: 85
33 Weber 1970: p.17



22 Rahman | OIDA International Journal of Sustainable Developm@8:11 (2015)

Rural agro-economy is simple, labour-intensive, Ikstale, based on traditional technology, intémactetween
human beings and their fellows, as well as betvthkem and the natur&@he rationality of the peasant economy is
rationality for something else, includes both oshpeople interact with and the future goals, immyboth the
substantive meaning of the economic and the notbrsubstantive rationality. Such an interaction rpotes
cooperation.The rural agro-based economy can provide employrapdthence additional income in rural areas
where poverty and outmigration are common.

The combined effects of these rural economic aaivican be observed in the increased income af hausehold,
increased enrolment in educational institutionshef rural poor, female students in particular emgring women.
Small-scale economic activities played very impatrtale in the proces&mall loans, microcredit, and new method
of agricultural cultivations made significant cahtrtions to the welfare of the poorest of the padloe, rural women,
through providing possible means by which they gdinontrol of their economic life. This achieveityén turn,
exerted pressure for social change that includéd education, women'’s participation in the econcamgl politics.
There are also cases of borrowers left worse dit Varied effect, apparently, the findings suggestslue to
structures of network relations. The analysis, dfae, includes a reassessment of how NET (Netwonkedded
Trust) works including the concept of social capita

The picture is not that rosy. Poor peasants alse baonomic motive and they compete for scarceuress. But,
the norm of generalised reciprocity in their comityifife promotes cooperation. They find cooperatand living
with nature is beneficial for them. They are capatfl adjusting to the changed environment and fied ways to
survive. The outcome is bountiful. Not only emplagmhin agricultural activities and small businessviled the
livelihoods for the majority of the rural familiethe rural economy added more to the GDP of BamgladThe
Economist (February 2013) claims the path throinghfield and microcredit. Most studies also conéirtine claim.
Big may be better, but not always. The case in lsaggiest small is beautiful and beyond; small isniful. This is
the subject matter for a forthcoming paper aimeteling the story of increased agricultural productiorotigh
small-scale business activities
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